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tion of hon. members, of getting from the
departments the fullest information obtain-
able and later conveying it to hon. members
in the manner m which I have conveved it
in the past, In some instances I might
veuture replies to questions which have been
put; but I think it far better to wait and
submit information which, I feel sure, will
be more reliable, and more complete, than
it would he possible for me to afford to-
might.

Question put and passed.

Bill read.a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee withount
debate, and reported without amendment.

Read a third time and passed.

House adjourned wb 105 pam.

Legistative Assembly,
Lhursday, Sth August, 1933.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair ab 4.30
pam., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, MADDINGTON
CROSSING.

AMr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is he aware that another ac-
cident oceurred at the Maddington erossing
on the night of Wednesday, 17th July? 2,
Have proposals and estimates of costs for
affording protection at this deaih trap yet
been arrived at? 3, Will he give an assur-
ance that the matter is under consideration,
and, if so, whether and when effective action
to provide a measnre of safety from rail-
way iraffic iz to be taken?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. An accident occurred at
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Gosnells on the date named. 2, No finality
has vet been reached. 3, The question is
mider cousideration.

LEAVE OY ABSENCE.

Un motion by Mr. Wilson, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted to the Minister
for Employment (Hon. J. J. Nenncally—
East Peith} and to Mr. Raphael (Victoria
Park) on the ground of ill-hkealth.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Fourth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [+33]:
First let me join with other members in
congratulating the newlyv-elected members
for Avon and South Fremantle on their
election, and also in congratulating  Mr,
Wise upon his appointment to Ministerial
rank. The subject under discussion is the
Speech of the Lieut.-Governor, and mem-
bers, in addressing themselves to this ques-
tion, take the opportunity te place before the
Government various questions of import-
anee to their respeetive constituencies. To
do that is qiite justifiable, but from the
Acting Leader of the Opposition one would
expect a speech dealing rather with matters
of poliev than with parochial matters. I
did not have the privilege of being present
on Tuesday afterncon when he began his
speeeh, but T heard the latter portion of
his address, and I was surprised to find that
he had his eye turned in one direction only.
His speech oceupied something like three
and a half houwrs—— R

Mre. Doney: No. two and three-quarter
hours.

Me. WITHERS—and it reminded me
of the Marathon wheelharrow races that are
heing contested in various places. The Aet-
ing Leader of the Opposition was followed
by several members of his party who adopted
a similar strain. They seemed to have the
idea that it was their duty to represent one
section of the community only. T hope that
when other members of the Countrv Party
speak, they will take & broader view, in-
stead of dealing merely with the wheat beit
they represent. From Country Party mem-
bers so far we have heard little but talk
about wheat, wool and the destruction of
rabhits. One can sympathise with the farm-
ing commumity in their difficulties, hut
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pests are not confined to the wheat belt.
They are creating a problew throughout the
State, and farmers in the Cireat Southern
and South-Western portions of the State
ave suffering just as those in the wheat belt
are suffering. The duty of the Government
15 to legislate for the whole of the com-
munity, and one wonders what would hap-
pen if a Government were formed composed
of Country Party members and they gave
cffect merely to the views that have been ex-
pressed by speakers so far. I have felt
somewhat concerned ahout the Country
Party, as a party. Troe, they may
be elected by the primary producers’
party, but T oftem wonder why two
parties  are necessary, The primary pro-
ducers' pariy should represent the whole
of the primary production of the State, and
I do not think the Couniry Party can claim
to (o that, because thev have their eves
turned in one direction only. Primary pro-
ducers in this State raise many commodities
ofher than wheat and wool. Reference was
made hy the Acting Leader of the Opposi-
tion to reciproeal trade with other countries.
He seemed to think that if we bought more
freely the goods of Japan, we could . sell
still more wheat to Japan. 1VWhat articles of
great value are being imported into West-
ern Australia from Japan? What propor-
tion of our commodities taken by Japan are
not really requirved by her? I do not know
of any nation that is buying Australian
produce for a reason other than that that
nation requives it. The same may be said
of the Motherland, to whom we owe so much
in the way of interest commitments. The
Mother Country should be prepared to give
us greater preference in the marketing of
our produce fo enable vs fo pay our debis,
but evervone knows that if the wheat pro-
duced in foreign countries is cheaper than
Australian wheat, England buys the cheaper
commodity and reciproeal trade does not
enter into consideration at all. We buy a
considerable quantity of goods from Amer-
iea, hut I do not know what America takes
from us in return. I think we should con-
centrate efforts upon securing outlets for
commodities produced in Western Australia
which might not already have found mar-
kets in other eountries. The raising of vari-
ous commodities should he fostered by the
Government with a view to building up an
export trade with other epuntries. One
member of the Country Party, the member
for Avon, rather complained of the enor-

[ASSEMBLY.]

mous sum of meney sent to India for jule
goods. What primary product do we send
to India in return, apart from timber, that
would justify the importation of that jute?
The Acting Leader of the Opposition eom-
plained of work heing provided for unem-
ployed in the metropolitan area, and
thought that a greater amount of work
should bhe provided in the country districts.
Dees it matter a great deal whether the
money is spent in the metropolitan area or
in the country, so long as it is used to pro-
vide work and give people the wherewithal
to purchase the commodities raised by our
primary producers? If we can provide ve-
productive works in the metropolitan area
on whieh hundreds of men might be em-
ployed who otherwise would be out of work,
is not that better than having a few men
scatfered over odd jobs throuvghout the
country areas? Primary production in
Western Australia covers a very wide vange,
It does not stop at the raising of wheat and
wool. It also embraces the produetion of
timber, gold, coal, butter fut and general
dairy products, not forgetting fruit und
wine,

Mr. Patrick: And canned fruit.

My. WITHERS: That, too is a primary
industry, though o small one. What we
need is something along the lines suggested
by the member for Toodyay (Mr. Thorn)
last night when he spoke of hens so proliie
that they would lay 365 egzs o year. 1 do
not know whether he actnally eomplained
of the hen that laid only 14 eggs and then
became broody, but even that hen would
have the instinet of reproducing the species.

Mr. Thorn: The incubator eould do that.

AMr. WITHERS: And if the human
species were reproduced sufficiently to con-
sume the prodnce raised in this State, we
should not have to worry so much about
overseas markets, whieh are a great bughear
at present. Really we are at the merey of
oversens markets for the disposal of
the commodities I have enumerated.
Take the case of wheat. It would net ad-
vantage this country to go in for greater
production of wheat if there were no de-
mand overseas for the additional quantity.
The same thing applies to hutter, and also
to reciprocal trade in general, England, a
great consumer of butter, does not consider
the position of Western Australia or that of
Australia, but considers her own position.
Bhe can obtain Danish butter right at her
doors, and Danish bhutter may suit the Eng-
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lixh palate better than Australian butter has
done up to date. Nevertheless England pays
14s. per ewt. more, on the average, for
Dianish than for Australian buiter. Forfu-
nately for our butfer industry, an Act of
Parliament was passed last session creating
&t hoard to control the marketing of the pro-
duct.  If the hoard fanection as anticipated,
they will be a wonderful help to the primary
producers of the Sonth-MWest and the South,
inasmuch as there will be a ~tahilised price
for hatter throughout the vear, and we shall
consume our own product all the yvear rounl
in-tewd of exporting butter during the tiush
perivd at a less and then importing it at a
higher prire during the lean period. Some-
thine in the same direction might he done
for wivat it we could stabilise the price of
the cotamodity and adopt organized market-
inz. of which we heard last nighi. Wheat,
hewever, 15 produced in =uch abundanee that
even ai the figure mentioned by the member
for Avon (Mr. Bovle), 3s. per bushel, we
would not be justified in prometing the ex-
pansion of wheatgrowing it we had to rely
on the oversea market for the disposal of
the ~wplus.  Nevertheless there is something
fo be <aid in favour of the proposal. Tim-
ber, gold, eoal, hutter, truit and other com-
modities are all primary products: and we
should not reward the primary producers
solely from the farmer’s point of view.
Timber, as we know, has been a wonderfal
assel to Western Australin.  The industry
had its period of decline: but three or Four
veurs ago, during the peak period, hefore the
depression, though the tonnage of timber
carned over our railwavs was less than the
tonnage of wheat, yet the revenue earned
from the transport of timber was consider-
ably higher than that received from the
transport of wheat. The timber indusfry
is  eominr back into it< own: and that
henctivial chanee is due fo the present Gov-
ernment’~ aetion in reducing railway freieht
anil royalty, thus encouraging the indnstry
to take its place again in the markets of the
world. Tf that ean be achieved, surely if will
he a national benefit. That is the national
view we should take of that commodify.
Awain, there is eoal. To-day we use locally
about 1) per cent. of onr production of
coal, Western Australin consumes praeti-
cally the whole of its own ¢oal output. If
only we could recover the hunkering trade
we had 15 or 20 xvears ago, our coal industry,
in view of the present lncal market, would
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becowne a great factor in the rehabilitation
of Western Australin. The fact of our
having this coal, and the further faet of the
Western Australian people utilizing  their
own product, are certainly helping the other
primacy producers of this eountry—for in-
stance, those who are producing the food-
stufls which the c¢oal miners cousume. When
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition stated
that the Government were not in svmpathy
with the farmer, I found it hard to under-
stand whenve the livn. gentleman could have
derivedd that impression. | would like the
Opposition, and the hon. gentlenan in par-
ticular, to under=tand that although it is said
the Labour Party Liave only the interests of
the workers ai heart, yvet it is the st duiy
of a Labour Administration to -ee that the
working-class people are found work, How
can & Labowr Administration do that! By
industrial Jegiglation? No. The only means
ot finding work tor the workers in a primary
producing State i~ to look after the primary

industries—not wheat and wool onix, but
every primary product of the State. All
such produets should be fostered and
assisted by a Labour Administration as

mueh as, if not more than, by Administra-
tions of any other polifical complexion, he-
cause the effect of ~uch a policy ix to pro-
vide work tor the working classes.

Mr. Warner: What work would yon find
for the farmer who 1s taken off his holding !

Mr. WITHERS: We should give eon-
sideration to the farmer in common with
every other primary preducer in Western
Australia. If all the farmers walked ofi
their land and the State Government did
not have a farming outlook and proceed
te assist them, where would work be ob-
tained for other seetions? Is it not evident
that we must look after the primary pro-
dueers first of all, in order that the workers
generally may *receive consideration? In
regard to gold as a primary produet, none
of us needs telling what a wonderful fae-
tor gold has been during the last two or
three yvears. Fortunately for Western Aus-
tralia, with the decline of one industry we
have the resuscitation of another. TUpon
receiving a cop¥ of the London “Financial
Times” by mail yvesterday, I wondered why
the paper had heen sent to members of this
Parliament. However, the teason becomes
plain when one reads the report of what
Mr. John Agnew said concerning the future
of Western Aunstralian gold mining at a
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dinner tendered to our Minister for Mines,
Mr. Munsie, who is visiting England for
the purpose of encouraging investment from
the Old Land. Mr. Munsie had no oceasion
to skite. The tiuth is not skite. It is not
my practice to read newspapers in the
Chamber, that practice beinz objectionable
in some circumstances; but this report is
worthy  of attention. Mr. Agnew is re-
poried as saying—

There had heen two Labour Gevernments in
Western Auwstralia in the last few vears, in
hath of which their guest held office. During
the first of those Parlinments there occurred
one or two important events which, he thought,
might fairly elaim to have marked the turn of
the tide insofar as the prosperity of the min-
ing industry was concerned. Me referred to
the taking-up, on behalt of eertain English
groups, of the Wiluna property, and to the
placing at the disposal of the Lake View and
Star Company, for the purpose of trying to
put that property on its feet, of a very con-
siderable sum of money, also by the same
groups.  He mentioned those factors as prob-
ably heing the starting point in turning the
tide in the direction of Western Australia’s
prosperity.

Those remarks concerning the Lahour Gov-
ertmment come from the representative of
one of the greatest financial institutions in
the world. Credit is given by that gentie-
man to the Lahour Government who, we are
told here, have not the interests of the pri-
mary producers of Western Australia at
heart. 1t must be realised that the visit of
Alr. Munsie to London, where he has con-
vinced a man like Mr. Agnew of what the
Lahour Governinent have done for the min-
ing industry of this State, has had the effect
of putting back into that industry thousands
of men who will become consumers of West-
ern Ausiralian products. Ts it not to the
advantage of other primary producers fhat
the mining industry should he encouraged?

Mr. Sampson: Jt is very unbecoming that
vou should show such surprise!

My, WITHERS: I amt surprised that
hon. members opposite are not surprised.
I resume quotation from the “Finanecial
Times"—

S0 far as the Wiluna property was con-
eerned, it was very nearly a virgin mine, with
an  extremely  difficult  metallurgical problem
fueing the company, and the mine itsclf was
situated something like 200 miles from the
nearest railway. One of the first steps taken
immediately after an intensive development
campaign  was iustituted, was to sound the
Government of the duy as to the possibility
of the railway being oxtended to Wiluna. The
company was advised that so soon at it satis-
fiel the Government that it bad raised not
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less than £400,000 for equipment and further
development, the Government would commenee
tie railway from Meckatharra, and push on
with all speed. That Government was one in
which Mr. Munsic held office as Minister for
Mines, The railway wa$ eommenced within a
very short time, amd was speedily construeted.
[n addition, the Government spent something
like £200,000 at the port of Geraldton, u port
which he was safe In saying would searcely
have had that much attention paid to it had it
not heen for the development and equipment
of the Wiluna mine itself,

All this money has been expended at Gerald-
ton to hring the harbour up to what if is
to-day for the benefit of other primary pro-
ducers in the back eountry. In fufure the
primary producers of the Geraldton distriet
will enjoy the advantage of that harbour,
which would nof have been available had the
Labour Party held the same view as fhe
Country Party have enunciated here during
the past two days—to look after only one
class of produetion. Jf we have regard for
our primary producers as a whole, we must
do something more than merely look affer
the man on the land.

At a later stage in the histery of operations
at Wiluna, when it was found that the com-
pany had very materinlly outrun the constable,
it required a further £300,000, in adgdition to
the very large sum which had been provided
by shareholders. The Government of the Com-
monwealth was approached in order to ascer-
tain if it would be prepared to guarantee an
advance of this amount hy one of the London
hanks, and it was only prepared to do so if
the Western Australinn Government in turn
guaranteed the Federal Government against any
loss.  The Western Australian Government
promptly accepted this respongibility without
hesitation.

We know what happened in eonnection with
that guarantee. Theve is no necessity for
me {o read the whole of the report of Mr.
Agnew’s speech. T well remember the dis-
cussion here on the subject of the gnarantee.
I well remember the Labhour Government
of the day beinz condemned by Sir James
Mitehell and his then followers for oiv-
ing a backing to this particular concession.
It has turned ont trmmps, and had it not
heen for the backing of the Labour Govern-
ment, the State would pot have seeured that
advantage. I do not desire to trespass any
further on the preserves of goldfields mem-
hers, {or I feel I have gone far enough
already. As a representative of a primary
producing distriet and being interested in
other primary producing distriets through-
out the South-West, I claim I have every
right to make out a case for the primary
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producers in this Chamber and also to stress
what the present Government have done fo
assist the men on the land. 1t is unneces-
sary to go into past histery, but I could
draw the attention of members to what hap-
pened in 1911, when the development of
the wheat belt was in its early siages,
People were advised to go oo the land and
they were rushed out in all directions. When
the subsequent erisis developed, it fell to the
lot of the Lahour Party to prove their
ability to serve the agriculturists by making
it possible for them to remain on their hold-
ings during ihat trying period. For 4%
vears, the Labour Government were in office
amd  ihroughont that time they continued
materially to assist the farmers and prevent
them from suffering undue distress. Then
later on the group settlements were inangn-
rated by the Mitchell Government, in much
the same manner as the wheat belt develop-
ment was ecommenced. When a similar fate
seemed imminent, it was again left to the
Labonr Government to go to the assistance
of the settlers and endeavour, over a period
of years, to cnable them to earryv on what
appeared to be an almost impossible
proposition. During the term of office
of the Labour Government who ave now in
office, they bhave paid considerable atten-
tion to the provision of water supplies in
the agricultural districts where those requi-
sites were lacking. T think that when the
Hon. J. Cunningham was Minister for
Countrv Water Supplies, he established a
record with reeard to the provision of those
facilities in ithe rural areas. I do not think
any other Government could claim to have
done more for the primary producers than
the present Administration. Then there is
the question of the disposal of pouliry,
eggs and all other forms of primary pro-
duction that should find a place in markets
oversea. It will he appreciated that quite a
considerable proportion of the production
of this State falls within that category.
Activities along those lines are mostly con-
fined to the Great Sovnthern and Sonth
Western  portions of the BState, whieh
largely consist of natural dairyving country.
I have here a copy of the latest balance
sheet of the South-West Dairy Farmers
Go-operative Co. That is one form of
our industriali development that has re-
ceived consideration at the hands of Labour
Governments, Ffor assistance has been ren-
dered flnancially and this particular com-
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pany was assisted to secure possession of
the Busselton bntter factory, in addition to
other factories under its control. The bal-
ance sheet shows that duving the 12 months
under review huiter fat advances to farmers
in the South-West represenied £188,943
and a profit of £30,000 was shown on the
operations of the company.

Mr. Brockman: How many factories did
that refer to?

My, WITHERS: The company controlled
five factories. Out of the profit of £30,000
a bonus was paid on the turnover for the 12
months and the bufter fat bonus paid out in
that way represented £29,684. That was a
very niece litlle sum for the producers to
have handed to them at the end of the sea-
SOHL.

Mr. Brockman: Would it not have been
better if the ironey had been paid to the
producers month by month, so that they
could top dress their holdings?

My, WITHERS: I do not desire to enter
into any controversy on that question. It
will be conceded that all farmers are not
always thrifty. I1f monthly payments were
made to them, it is quite possible that the
money would be fritteved away and at the
end of the 12 months they would not be
any better off. On the other hand, if the
money accumulated and was handed over to
them in a lump sum of £30 or so, it wonld
represent quite a nice ezg for those to whom
it was paid. In my opinion the dairy
farmers, or at anv rate a percentage of
them, cannoi be regarded as thrifty enongh
to warrant the monthly payments suggested
by the member for Sussex (Jr. Brockman).
However, that is apart from the main gques-
tion; it is a matier that purely concerns
the South-West Dairy Farmers’ Co-opera-
tive Company and their shareholders. Surely
it will be realised that the operations of
the company and similar organisations have
been beneficial to the State. A further re-
ference to the balance sheet shows that on
the transport of eream £12,739 was spent,
while marketing expenses amownted to
£11,756; cartage, metropolitan cartage, in-
sorance, butier cutting and grading, and
so forth accounted for another £12,000. The
whole of the expenses amounfed to £29,3832.
Administrative expenses, which related to
the staff, accounted for £8,500, the total ex-
pended under all headings being about
£64,000. That will be accepted as a large
amount of mone¥ to he distributed by this
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one concern in oue seetion of industry in the
Sonth-West.  Burter sales, including the
hounty and erualisation charges, amonnted
to £283,039, whi¢h is a very fine record.
When we realise that we have such
an industry in the State creating so much
work, it must be generally considered that
it is of great henefit to the State. Belore
concluding my remarks regarding the atti-
tude of the Labour Government towards
the men on the land, I think I am justi-
{ied in referring to the Labour Party as a
whole.  Members of that party subseribe
to a gencral politieal plaiform, and ever
since | ean remember, that platform has
always inclnded our  agrienltoral  policy.
That was done long before there was any
such organisation as the Country Party.

Mr. Needham: And Labour has given
effect fo its agricnltural poliey.

My, WITHERS: That is se. Many of
our proposals have found a place oun the
statute ook and i other wmeasurves had
heen allowed {0 pass by the Legislative
Couneil, the position of ihe agriculturists
would have heen much better to-dayv. 1
know of at least two planks of the Counfry
Party’s platform that were capied from the
agricultural section of the Labour Party’s
platform. T have hefore me a copy of the
proceedings of a conference that took place
in 1911 in the Bedford Hall at Buanbury.
Among those who attended was at least one
member of this Chamher, the Hon. W. I).
Johnson, and quite a number of old stal-
warts of Labour. Even as far back as that,
Tabour had the welfare of the men on the
land at heart, and realised that it was essen-
tial to provide fov the well-being of the
farmers in ovder thai the gencral prosperity
of the State might be promoted. Dealing
now hriefly with the Railways, T have been
inclined in past vears to he eritical of rail-
way administration becanse of what I econ-
gidered its fack of initiative, pariicularly
with recard to the neglect to eope with the
motor ecompetition in the early stages and
finally having to come to Parliament for
an Act to enable them to deal with the posi-
tion. T am pleased that on this oceasion my
vemarks will he in a somewhat different
category. | vealise that the Railways are
making sirides with the help of the Trans-
port Board, to the work of which I shall
refer later on. From the commencement of
the depression, the policy during the Mit-
¢hell Government’s regime was to postpone
every item of expenditure that was possible.
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The effect of that was to throw ount of em-
ployment thousands of men who were for-
merly with the Railways. Members wil]
realise what an effect that must have had,
in turn, on the primary producers. When
the Labour Government assumed office at
the end of that Government’s term, they
were mel with much the same position as
they cneounterved in 1904. The rolling stock
was out of repair, obsolescence was appar-
ent everywhere, rails required attention, and,
faken generally, the Labour Government
were foreed to spend thonsands of pounds
to bring the Railways back to the standard
of efficiency the public were entitled o ex-
pect.  Dmring the latest three yvears of the
Mitehell Government’s regime the same con-
dition again applied, and vailway rolling
stork and plant lapsed again into a state
of disrgpair. The Government rednced the
loss on the Railways from £170,000 in
1922-23, to one of less than £100,000 in
1934-35 and provided, in addition, £1,000 to
overtake arrears. That is a big achievement.
I am pleased to sce by the department's
report that tenders have been called for vail
cars to replace mixed trains on  couniry
lines. That is one of the improvements I
have advocated in this House from time to
time. 1t is a step in the right direction,
and as p result country people will gt a
hetter serviee, while the Ratlway Department
will he amply vepaid the expenditme. For
many years have I heen concerned at fhe
method of letling tenders for refreshment
rooms on railway stations. 1 have had iong
experience of using (he tea and coffee ve-
Freshment rooms, which generally are well
patromised by passengers on fhe irains
But T am sorry 1o sax that along the South-
West line we appear to have bui the one
successful tenderer and the same service is
meted out to us every time he secures a ten-
der. T understood that change had taken
place, bnt whee I visited the refvesh-
ment room at Pinjarra I found there the
same old unsatisfactory service. If nothing
hetter can he provided by private tenderers
it is time fhe department itsclf took over
the refreshment rooms and gave the travel-
ling public & decent service,

The Minister for Railways: There is like-
ly to be an unprovement now,

Mr. WITHERS: I am glad to hear il.
During the previous term of the present
Government we went in largely for vebal-
lasting, regrading, relaying and resleepering
the railweys. That was of great advaviage
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to the departmieni, because In cohseguence
the engines could haul much greater loads,
During the present rvegime of this Govern-
ment the same poliey has heen carried out,
providing usetul work for a large number
of men who would otherwise be unemplo) ed.
The altevations and repairs being carried
out on the Collie line will make an enor-
maus difference, for they will do away with
the congestion previously experienced, and
one engine will he able to haul a lead that
previou<ly required the power of two en-
gines, That is a very hig improveinent, amli
there is no denyving that the work should
have heen undertaken hyv previous Govern-
ments, Wheat carrvied on the railwavs this
vear amounts to 27 per cent. of the total
haulage, while timber represents 111 per
ceiit. We are hopeful that in future wheat
and timber will hoth increase, tor cach is
of eonsiderable value to the State. It is
pleasing to note in the Speech that the Edu-
cation Vote has been increased by £60,000,
as against the expenditure in the last year
of the previous Government’s regime. Not
only that, hut the expenditure on schoo!
buildings has been increased from £10,600
to £34,000, exclusive of the £70,000 heing
spent an the new girls’ school at East Perth.
Just compare that with the attitude of the
previous Govermment, who cut down ex-
penditure  in all  directions, closed the
Teachers’ Training College, and suspended
long werviee leave of the teachers and also
their goldfields allowances.  Although we
have so largely increased direct expenditure
under the FBEducation Vote, we have also
restored those privileges to the teachers and
re-opened the Teachers’ Training College, so
that we may have sufficient trainees to take
the place of older men when they retire
from the service. There are certain phases
of ~dueation that appeal strongly ta some
of ns. For instance T have always heen in
favour of the hoys getting some manual
training. and the girls a domestic ecourse.
Both those advantages have heen provided
m ihe metropolitan area and the bigger
centres and now, through the sympathy of
the Minister and with the assistanee of the
Aeting Director of Education, those privi-
leges are to he extended to the larger centres
in country aveas. Some teachers are now
heing trained in domestic scienee in order
that they might take up schools where
domeslic sclence 15 heing faught.

Mr. Donexv: Domestic science has been
tanght in country centres for years past.
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Mr. WITHERS: T zhould not think vou
would call Navrogin a country centre. I
thought it was a town. OF course we have
had that advantage in the higger towns for
vears past, but the smaller cemtres have not
had it. What iz good for the child at Narro-
gin i» equally good for the chikl at Mukin-
hudin or Kondinin.

Mr. Seward: They cannot get it in Kon-
dinin.

Mr. WITHERS: Tt i=. 1 onlerstand, «
meve matter of money.  The principle has
been started of training girl teachers who
are prepared fo take the domestic seience
courge und give the children the advantage
of their training on one day a week. If
the money can be made available, no doubt
we shall see that svstem continued.

Mr. Doney: Tell us what new domestic
science centres have been opened uwp in
the country.

Mr. WITHERS: There is one at Harvey.
T cannot reeall them all, but T kunow T have
been advocating the extension of the prin-
ciple to Capel and Bovanup. I am assured
that if the leecal authorities are prepared
to equip the schools with the necessary
sheds and that sort of thing, the Tducation
Department may provide teachers capable
of giving instruction in domestic science.

Mr. Doney: That is quite a different
thing—letting the local anthorities provide
the equnipment.

Mr. WITHERS: It is entirely a matter
of finance, and the Government have al-
ready increased the Eduweation Vote by
£60,000. I hope the time will come when
the department will be able to do every-
thing necessary in the matter of domestic
science. In my electorate are many small
schools, and T =av thev are all entitled to
consideration in that direction. I should
like to refer to tho hospitals tax. Members
know that when originally the Hospitals
Tax Act was passed, it carried an exemp-
tion of £232: that i= to sav, evervhodr
had to pay the tax, but those in receipt of
lTess than £232 would not he asked to pay
hospital fees if unfortunately thex had fo
enter a hospital. But the member for York,
when Minister for Health, brought down
an amending Bill which he said was simply
for the purpose of catehing the man with
the bank aceount who had not earned so
much in the previous year. Those people,
he said, should be asked to pav the tax.
I agreed with that, but I said the Bill
would cateh all those whom it had heen
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intended to exempt. The Minister said it
was not so, hut we have since learnt that
appareatly he did not understand his own
Bill. As the result of that amendment,
everybody who enters a hospital is asked
fo pay the fees. I am not blaming the Medi-
cal Department for this, but I am blaming
the Hounse for having passed a Bill that
has put so touch work on the department
endeavouring to eollect fees from people
who have no means of making payment.
Then those harassed people come to the
member for the distriet, and he has to ex-
plain the whole position to them. The Aet
says that everybody has to' pay the tax
and, if necessary, pay haspital fees also. Tn
my view, the men on the lower rung of
the financial ladder should not be ealled
upon to pay hospital fees after they have
paid the hospital tax. We are told that the
payments are for the maintenance of hos-
pitals, which means, in effeet, that although
yvou have paid the tax, if the department
think vou are in a position to pay hos-
pital fees, they insist upon your deing so.
That position requires to be investigated
with a view to an amendment of the Act
which wonld give us a line of demareation,
so that those below the finaneial mark will
net have to pay.

Mr. Thorn: At pressnt they have to
prove they eannot pay.

Mr. WITHERS: Yes. When the mem-
ber for York, as Minister for Health, put
through the amending Bill, he declared it
would not have this effect, but we know
that it has. When the Transport Co-ordin-
ation Bill went thvough this House, we
were told that the magistrates and courts

would not press this or press that.
We accepted those remarks made hy
the Minister- in charge of the Bill.

Those who are appointed to administer an
Act have to do so acecording to the Act. In
connection with this partienlar piece of
legislation, there have been many pin
pricks. Many things have been done that,
in the opinion of members, may never have
heen thonght to he intended. The hoard in
question is apparentiv all-powerful; private
individeals perhaps cannot get into touch
with that tribunal, and have to go te their
memher so that e may make the necessary
representations. In many cases, a good
deal of explanation is requived. The board
may state that Section 33 of the Aet says
such and sueh a thing and that it is impos-
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sible to go beyond that. I de not think it
was intencded that the board should function
entirely as it is now functioning. When
Bills come before us, L trust we shall see
that we are more definite about the mean-
ing of certain clauses belore we are per-
haps gulled into passing them. I admit the
Transport Board have done wonderful work
and that the representation upon it is all
it ought to be. When we pass a Bill giving
people certain power, we should see that
the powers do not excced those we thought
were given. Possibly tlie same thing ap-
plies to the Agricultural Bank. Last night
both the member for Murray-Wellington

(Mr., DMcLarty) and the member for
Tocdyay (Mr. Thorn) referred to this
matter. As regards my own district, the

seftlers seem to be at sixes and sevens be-
cause of the way the Act functions. Last
night the member for Toodyay said the
commissioners had placed a brick wall
argund themselves. It was this House wiich
put the brick wall around them. We pagsed
the Bill, and have kept ourselves out. That
affords another instanee of how necessary
it is to look ahead. The Act may relieve
members of Parliament of the responsihility
for all time of going to the commissioners,
when there shounld be officers of the Bank
capable of deing the work that members
were doing. 1 hope the commissioners will
be in the position hefore long to prove to
the settlers the value of the Aect, so that
those who come to curse will remain to
praise. I trust that those who survive the
Act will after a while he thankful to Parlia-
ment for bringing down such a piece of
legislation. At any rate, the Bank is now
outside all political eontrol. T feel that my
speech on the Address-in-reply would not,
after a period of 12 wears during which I
have occupied a seat in this Chambey, he
complete without a reference to the Bun-
bury harbour. I have, however, a different
fune to produce this time. In 1930-31, I
was responsible for asking cerfain guestions
in the House. For once T knew what T was
talking about. I possessed certain know-
ledge which prompted me to ask those ques-
tions. T asked first what engineer, if any,
was responsible for seeing that the Bun-
bury jetty was maintained in a safe condi-
tion to earry railway rolling stock. Secondly
I asked what inspection hy any engineer
had been made during the previous 12
months, and, il any had heen made, what
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he had reported: and thirdly I asked that
if no inspection had been made, whether the
Chief Secretary would see that an inspee-
tion was made at an early date, and that the
réport was made available. To the first ques-
tion the Chief Secretary answered that the
Engineer-in-Chicf was the consuliing en-
gineer for the Bunbury harbour, or in his
absence the Engineer for THarbours and
Rivers, attached to the Public Works De-
pavtment. The answer to the second qgues-
tion was in the negative. In answer to the
third ¢uestion, the Chief Sceretary replied
in the affirmative, indieating that an inspee-
tion would be made if a request was pre-
ferred by the Bunbury Harbour Board, or
by the State Railway Departinent. T would
point ouf that the Railway Department do
not control the jetty, and therefore perhaps
could not ask for a survev of it to be made
by the Enginecer-in-Chief. The Clief Sec-
retary is now the Leader of the National
Party in this House. At the time when 1
asked the questions, some men had been
put off maintenance work on the jetty. That
was one of the reasons why T brought up
the matter. T thought it a foolish policy on
the part of the Bunbury Harbour Board or
the Government to pot off five men from
work that was crumbling into decsy. T
knew what I was talking about, and T asked
the ruestions with a view to protecting the
rolling stock of the Railway Department. T
was told in the House that ¥ was only wash-
ing dirty linen. I was eastigated hy the
local Press, and was told I was only trving
to vet at the Bunbury Harbour Board and
certain reputable and respectahle citizens in
Bunbury. T was asked why T was doing
this. Eventually T had a committee of in-
quiry appointed. Three gentlemen visited
Runbury and investigated the matter. T
received a report to the effect that the Bun-
hary jetty at that time was in a better condi-
tion than it had been for years. Tf that
was &n, it must have been in a bhad state be-
fore. Quite recently, some three vear:
after. T was told that an engineer was in
Runbury making a survey of the jetty. I
asked why this was so, and was almost told
to hugh the matter up, hecause if the Tail-
way Department knew the position they
would not run rolling stock over the jetty.
The Mitchell Government were not prepared
to lnok after the jetty, as was suggested.
Not only should the five men have heen
kept on doing the maintenance work, but
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others should have been put ou so that it
might have been maintained in a Jdecent
condition. When an investigation was made
recently, so bad was the position diselosed
that the Jinister eontrolling the department
was informed of it. The Government then
had to find £27,000 to rehabilitate the strue-
ture, a structure which T way informed was
in wonderful condition three vears ago. I
merely mention these details to justify iy
action on that occasion. Provizion ha: been
made for the expenditure of £4,000 fo the
end of June, and it will take about three
vears to restore the jetty to its proper con-
dition. If the five men had been kept on
and a few other men employed, and a little
money spent in maintaining the jetty, it
would wnot eost the country nearly as
much to put it in repair to-day. livery
time the Labowr Government take oflice they
are confronted with the task of cleaning up
the mess that has been left for them by
some other Government. 1 could say a lot
more in congratulating the Government
upon what they have done for the henefit of
the State. T have no desire to use this oc-
casion for electioneering purposes, and
marely wish to extend my gratitude to the
Government for what they have done for
my district. T hope that in the future
Western Australia will receive the sameo
consideration that every section of the eom-
munity has nlways received uf the hands of
the Labour {lovernment.

MR. CLOTHIER (Maylands) [5.40]: I
congratulate the member for Avon (Mr.
Bovle) and the member for South Fremantle
(Mr. Fox} upon tieir election, and the
Minister for Agriculture (Hon, . J. S.
Wize) upon his promotion to Cabinet rank.
[ know the school at which the Minister was
educated in  Queensland. T have bheen
told by correspondents of that gentleman’s
ability. Members opposite need have no
fear huat thai he i= the right man in the right
place. T listened attentively to the Speech,
and noted the difference hetween it and the
last Speech concerning the progress of the
dairving and wining industries, and the re-
lief of unemployment. T am at a loss to
understand  the remarks of ihe Deputy
Leader of the Oppos=ition the other night
when he said he noticed no difference at all.

Mr. Wilson: He could not see the difter-
enee.
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Mr. CLOTHIER: He must know that
2,000 men have been taken off relief work
and absorbed into private enterprise. Surely
that is of importance to the State. TFrom
the statistical figures we find we are getting
back to the 1929 position. 1 am at a loss to
know why the hon. member made those re-

marks. The Governmeni have effected re-
markable improvements in the last two
vears. We know that the deficit last year

was reduced to £167,000 odd. The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition may langh, but
that iz the truth. Two years ago the Press
made unemployment their principal topie,
but to-day it iz hardly ever mentioned. In
fact, one of the leading articles of the “West
Australian” congratulated the Minister for
Employment on the work he was doing.  As
a new member, | took parvticular notice of
the position. I am sure that al the next
elections members of the Country Party will
have very little to say against the Govern-
ment. Last session was practically a.primary
profducers’ session. We have only to remem-
ber the number of Bills that were passed, all
designed to help primary imdnstries. 1t will
be very hard for members of the Country
Party, in the face of what the Government
have done, to go before their electors with
anything tangible. T need only mention the
Agricultural Bank Act, the Farmers’ Debts
Adjustment Aet, the Land Act, and the
Dairy Products Act.  There iz very liftle
left for them to say, unless they vefer to the
growing of crops with whieh to feed the
people of the metropolitan area. Reference
was made to edueation. Tt is plensing to see
that money is being spent in that direetion.
Last vear [ veferred to the University and
to the need for a medical school. T could
not make out why so many voung men left
the State for the Eastern States, and on
their return here went to hospitals as stu-
dents. Tn the “West Australian™ recently
T found the following :—

The need for the establishment of 2 medical
sehool in Perth was emphasised yesterday by
Professor W. Burridge, Professor of Ihysi-
ology in the TUniversity of Taucknow, who is
visiting Australin duoring vaeation.

Professor Burridge said that there were
ahout 330 doctors In Western Australia, and
a doctor’s professional life was estimated on
an average to be ahout 25 yenrs. These figures
indieated the need of the State for from 15
to 16 doctors each vear. As a fact, he under.
stood that 16 doctors came to Western Aus-
tralia. every year. Tn Fngland it used to cost
about £1,000 to train a doetor bhefore the war,
and he expeeted that in Australia it would now
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cost about £1,500 te take a dector through the
cvurse of training. This represented an expen-
diture of about £250 a year. At present medi-
cal students could do their first year’s work
at the University of Western Anustralia, but
then they went to the medical schools in Ade-
lnide, Melbourne or Sydney. About 18 students
took first-year medicine cach year at thé Uni-
versity of Western Australin; therefore the
loss to the State resulting from the faet that
students had to continne their medical studies
in other States was nbout £4,500 a year.

This estimate of cost, Professor Burridge
continned, included provision for University
fees., The University of Western Australia, he
understood, did not charge fees in the aceepted
sense of the word. It was presumed thab if 13
students hegan n medical course at the Uni-
versity of Western Australia, knowing that
thexy would have to eontinue their training
elsewhere after the first year, their parents
were prepared to pay for that training. In
England a medieal student had to pay hetween
£50 and £80 n year.

A medical schoel would have to he cstab-
lished ultimately in the University of Western
Australia, said the Professor. All the require-
ments for clinieal training of medical students
cxisted in Perth. The hospitals were satisfae-
tory, and there were medical men in the city
fitted to take charge of a medical schoo! and
to conduet the various departments. The Terth
Hospital took a number of doctors each year,
and now all the appointments had to be filled
by students trained in other States. If a achool
were established some at least of the graduates
would serve at the Perth Hospital. A medieal
school shouldl consist of Professors of Anatomy,
Pathology and TPhysiclogy and part-time lee-
tures in surgery, medicine and public health.
Tt would be necessary to provide training in
all these branclies of medical science, for it
would e hetter to have no medical sehool at
all than to establish one which was not effi-
cient. Tegard must always he paid to the faet
that a wmedical school trained men to care
for the health of the people in a commntunity,
and therefore no training ¢ould be too good.

¢ A medical school which takes 18 new stu-
dents each year is a small institution eompared
with the majority of medieal sehools,”’ added
Professor Burridge. ‘'It would not, however,
he the smallest medical school. I know of 3
medienl sehool which takes ten students every
three vears. That medical school is in Malta,
which has a population of 250,000, The school
is subsidised by the Government, and all the
professors are government servants, There is
certainly a need for a medieal sechool in Perth.
Buildings and equipment are the first necessitr,
but having got those things you have every-
thing else in this community with which to es-
tablish a good medieal school.®’

T do hope that what is suggested in that
statement will materialise. Tt does not seem
right that all onr young men should zo to
the Fastern States to complete their eduea-
tion, and then return to obtain practical
experience here. There has heen a good
deal of controversy with reference to sus-
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tenance workers. I think there will be sus-
tenance work for all time, unless an altera-
tion is made in the working hours. T am
a great believer in a 40-honr week with no
reduction in pay. It is no use redueing
wages because 50 soon as we do that we take
away a good deal of purchasing power from
the individual. The time is coming when
we shall have to introduee a shorter working
week. At present all our workers are not
engaged on full time: T should like to sec
them working full time but unfortunately
our finanees will not permit of that. The
numbher of factories in Western Auslralia
increased in two vears hy 197, and the nom-
ber of employvees by 3,671, That in itself goes
to show that there is an improvement in
that direetion, and I hope the Depuiy Leader
of the Country Pariy will bear those fig-
ares in mind. If the men engaged in the
factories worked 40 hours, it wounld bhe
possible for an additiona! number to
secure employment. The question of pre-
ference to unionists is rather a sore point
with everyvbody, though not with me. We
are doing our utmost to induce people to
buy locally-made goods, and vet a lot of
the producers of local goods are employing
non-union labour. Tf it is good chough to
boost the purchase of local products. it
shonld be good enough for the producers
to employ union labour. The employment
of youth is another matter than has engaged
publie attention for a considerable time. We
learn that in the building trade there is ne
chance for the emplovment of lads. Un-
fortunately, the Bill introduced by the mem-
ber for Subiaco last vear did not pass an-
other place. It is to be hoped that with iis
restoration to the Notice Paper in the Legis-
lative Council this session it will soon after-
wards beeome law. The condition of the
building trade is anything hut satisfactory.
A contractor will secure a job to build a
house and he soblets the foundations to
foreigners and perhaps the ereetion of the
walls is also sublet. Consequently, there
is no chance for apprentices. None of these
so-called contractors can find any room for
apprentices hecause there is no work for
them to do. Another maiter to which I wish
to draw attention relates fo the tramway
system of Perth. The steps of most of the
tramears are unnecessarilv high and it is a
difficult matter for many people, particu-
larly elderly women, to hoard these trams.
The Minister for Railways should see to it
that enfrance and exit to the cars are made
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casier. This could be done by increasing
the number of steps to two.

My, Patirick: The steps are too high for
elderly people.

The Premier: Even too high for -ome
young people.

Mr. CLATHIER: Another -maiter to
which the Minister for Railways might give
his attention is the distinetion that is made
hetween first and second class passengers on
the Trans. train. We read only a few days
ago that the Railway Department intend to
supply hot water bags for frst-class pas-
sengers, Nothing, however, is proposed for
the second class passengers who, in many
instanees, have to sit up all night. It i= not
right that the comfort of first-class passen-
wers =hould be studied in this way, while
the second-class passengers should be allowed
to shiver in the eold weather, In the Mel-
hourne to Adelaide express I noticed as
many as eight or unine people seated in a
second-class compartment. Thank goodness
our railwavs are an improvement on that.
All the same, there should not be zo much
distinction between first and seeond-class
passengers.

Hon, W, D. Johnson: The only difference
i3 that the serond-class passenger does not
pay as much as the first-clags passenger.

Mr. CLOTIIIER: [ am gziad to see that
it i= the intention of the Government to in-
troduce a Bill to deal with third party in-
surance. I shall have a good deal to say
about that when the Bill comes forward,
especially a5 I am anxious to see that it is
hrought ahout by reason of my being inter-
ested in an accident that oceurred in Mel-
bourne a  little  time  back. With
reference to the electorate I represent,
I am grateful fo the Governmeni for
what they have done Lhere. We have
hearil a lot aheut the drainage of Maylands.
Part of thut work goes through the Middle
Swan cleetorate, but it automatically goes
back inte Mavlands.

Mr. Hegnev: [ am glad to hear that.

Mr, CLOTHTER: The work i3 a crelit
to the Covernment. [ suppose il i~ the
higgest drain of its kind in the Common-
wealth, except perhaps one in Quecnsland.
There have been emploved on this work no
fewer than 85 men during the last two vears.
The man in charge of the job deserve- every
credit; not only has he been a ¢apahle over-
seer, but he has invented lbour-saving ap-
pliances which have not affected the num-
her of wen engnged on the work A~ a



138

matier of fact, the result has been the speed-
ing up of the work, and has made the labour
lighter for the men One of these labour-
saving appliances is a small pile driver,
whieh has meant a lot to the workmen there,
seceing that they are not the type who are
aecusfomed to swinging picks and shovels.

Mr. Hegnev: A lot of them are ex-
furmers,

Mr. CLOTHIER : The mten there have not
heen accustomed to that class of work., A
sum of £58,000 has been spent to date and
a further £28,000 has heen allotted to com-
plete the work.

Mr. Hegney: And it will not he long he-
fore it will require to be duplicated.

My, CLOTHIER: Tt is a fine joh and
represents the expenditure of a good deal
of money in the distriet I represent. Re
verting back to trams, I should like Lo draw
attention (o the manner in which the Wal-
colt-street line is operated. T suggest that
it anyone were in a hurry to get into town,
he should walk vather than proeeed by o
Wilcott-street tram, because so much time
15 wasted on the loops. Other sections of
lines have heen duplicated and it is due to
the Governunent to lose no time in dupli-
enting the Waleott-street line.  The lins
itgelf could even be carrvied out further, be-
cauce many homes have heen built heyond
the present terminus. 1 should like the
Government to take that matter into con-
sideration. If they undertake to provule
transport for the public, they should en-
deavour te provide a reasonable service.

The Minister for Railways: You should
not use extravagant statements if yon wish
to gel extensions or anvthing else.

Mr. Sampson: Would trolley huses he
hetter?

Mr. CLLOTHIER: Some better provisien
will have to be made, because many louses
ave-being huilt in that part and the people
will need transport facilities. All of them
do not own motor cars, In conclusion I
express the hope that the Government will
continue the good work they are doing, and
that the measures passed hy this House will
receive favourable consideration in another
place.

MR. WARNER (Mt. Marshall} [61]: T
shonld like to endorse the remarks of other
speakers by way of congratulating the Min-
ister for Agriculiure on his clevation to
AMinisterial rank. From what I bave seen
of him at deputations, 1 consider that he has
a real grip of affairs and I confidentlv ex-
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pect him to make a mark in the politieal life
of the State.

The Premier: He has no agricultural
conscienee, sou know!

Mr, WARNER: 1 regret the illness of
the Minister tor Employment. I trust that
he will soon be restored to health and able

to resume his duties in the Hounse. I also
congratulate the members for Avon and
South Fremuntle on their eleection. I have

no wish o traverse the whole of the ground
eovered by previous speakers. Opportuni-
ties will be available later to speak on many
of the subjeets that have been dealt with.
There are some matters concerning the de-
partment of the Minister for Lands, how-
ever, that 1 shounld like to mention. I be-
lieve the time has come when the Govern-
ment should insist that, wherever any large
area of land is leased or otherwise disposed
of by the department, a one-chain or half-
chain strip of natural serub or forest shoutd
be left along the boundarv lines. In those
parts of the country where large areas have
been cleared, areas with farms of over 1,000
acres, one Mmight travel for miles without
seeing a bit of the natural bush.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Wounld not such
strips make additional harbours for ver-
min?

Mr. WARNER: T do not think so. T
believe a similar proposal was made by the
Surveyor General many years ago but was
not adopted. Had it been adopted there
would have been strips of virgin country
hounding mest of the farms, which would
have formed a hreak against that seil
erosion whieh is oceurring in the United
States and in some of the Eastern States,
as well as in parts of this State. The Min-
ister should make it incumbent upon anv
person taking up large tracts of country to
leave such a strip of bush along two sides
of the holding. TIf a width of one chain
were left, it would not represent an appreci-
able acreage in comparison with the area
of the farm. Sueh a strip would afford
little or no harhour for vermin, hut it would
constitute an asset in the shape of firewood
or timber for farm use and would prevent
the surface soil from being blown away, In
the northern parts of my electorate one can
sce so0il piled up to a depth of a foot against
the fences. T also suggest to the Minister
that the Aet he amended so that a farmer
holding 1,000 aeres or more of land should
he able to take up, under improvement con-
ditions, an adjoining area of third-class
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land at a cheap rate. Much third-class land
adjoins existing holdings and constitutes a
breeding ground for vermin. This vacant
land represents a hardship to the road
board, and the Government will not take
any responsibility for clearing it of ver-
min. If it were made available to adjoin-
ing holders at a cost of a little more than
the survey fees, such land could be utilised
for grazing purposes and for growing oats.
The land will not be taken up unless the
price is reduced, and I would not advocate
its being handed over to settlers unless they
had arable land on whieh they were grow-
ing other crops. I wish to give eredit to the
Agricultural Bank commissioners for their
prompt action in relieving want in the north-
ern part of my district. When the drought
became pronounced and we were fearing a
repetition of the experviences of 1914, and
when storeckeepers refused further credit,
the commissioners entered the field and is-
sued rations to enable farmers to carry on
until they could submit their applications
for assistance and for fodder for their
stock. So far I have heen unable to aseer-
tain what policy the eommissioners intend
to adopt. We do know that they will not
permit members of Parliament to go to the
bank on clients’ affairs, and we also under-
stand that thev intend to enforece the pro-
visions of the Act. In many parts of the
State the morale of seftlers is being weak-
ened because they are fearful of the attitude
that the commissioners might adopt under
Sections 51 and 52 of the Act. T helieve
that the action of the commissioners in
having a full inventory taken of all that is
on a client’s holding is merely being done
with the object of ascertaining the actual
valne in the event of a writing down.
I believe it is essential that this be done,
but it is equally important that the com-
migsioners should let the farmers know
that the objeet is nof, as thev fear, io
enforee Sections 51 and 32 of the Aet.
I cannot believe that any harm would have
arisen from members of Parliament inter-
viewing the commissiondrs on behalf of
settlers in their district. T helieve that
nothing but good eould have come of it.
T am quite satisfied that the commissioners
could not bave heen influenced by any al-
tempt to exercise political pull. Previously
T was able to save many of my constitu-
ents a trip to Perth, whereas now ther
have to make the journey, and then they
are teld that their husiness must ¢o
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through the district office. We have heen
told that all the work must be done through
the distriet office, but I am not sure whe-
ther it is so dome. I know of instances
where the settler has been informed by the
district office, ‘‘We will send the matter
on to head office.’” The commiszioners
would he well advised to explain their atti-
tude regarding Sections 51 and 532 of the
Act and thus remove the fear entertained
by farmers. Many settlers in the nerthern
part of my district, who have becn foreed
during the present season to accept assis-
tance from the Agricultural Bank. have
sugzested at gatherings I have attended
that the ecommissioners should make avail-
able a small grant for eclearing, fencing,
dam sinking, etc., so that they might earn
the money they are receiving and add to
the assets of the farm. The men con-
cerned are mainly ex-miners, and they con-
sider that the sustenance heing granted to
them savonrs too much of a dole. They
would prefer to receive a small grant with
which they could create an asset on the
property. I do not believe that munch hay
will be cut this season in the northern part
of my eonstituency. There are other places
where, if we get late rains, I believe there
will be hay erops. The Minister wmight
give attention to this point, seeing that
hay will be required next vear by many of
the Bank clients.

Sitting suspended from 6.3 to 7.30 pn.

Mr. WARNER: Before the tea adjourn-
ment I suggested that it was likely there
would be no substantial hay crops in the
eastern portion of my distriet this year,
and that the Agrienltural Bank, where
the authorities knew there was a fair-sized
paddoek with a good hay erop, might ar-
range to have an average taken, with the
farmer, of the estimated yield of that crop.
If the two parties come to an agreement
on that point, the farmer should be offered
the price of the probable yield of wherat
at the siding, at his delivery time, which
might be December or January. The Bank
would then see that he cut the crop as hay
and stacked it. instead of leaving it to he
stripped. That eourse might prove of ad-
vantage as saving a great deal of carting
over considerable distances in ease of =
shortage of feed. In addition, it would
obviate the introdunetion of foreign weeds
into the distriet. It is extremely unlikely
that the Bank Commissioners would run anyv
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risk of making a loss, becaunse the valve of
a hay crop next year should be as large
as that of anv erop stripped for wheat, I
do believe there will be a shortage of hay
in the northern areas next year. The far-
mer who did cut a crop for hay would
find it advantageous to do summer fallow-
ing and to cultivate the land immediately
the hay had been carted off it. The eflect
would be to remove all weeds and rubbish,
and ensure a good clean paddoek, avail-
able for cultivabtion after the first rains.
Another matter T wish to touch on as re-
gards the Agricultural Bank is insuranee
of farm, lahourers, emplovees of the far-
mers. Last vear there was a case in whieh
an ex-naval man, who had served during
the Great War, while working for a far-
mer had his arm torn off by the harvester.
That man found himself in the unfortun-
ate position of having ne compensation
whatever coming to him. Eventually he
was assisted only by a henefit organised
for him, and by contributions from the Re-
turned Soldiers” League. We know that
cvery farmer is wnder a legal obliga-
tion to take out insurance for his employ-
ees, but in many cases of the kind whieh
I have queried, the excuse has been that
money was not available for the payment
of premiums. In consequence I wrote fo
the Agrieultural Bank on the 12th April
last—

There hag been a number of cases recently
where farmers’ emplovees hiave not been cov-
ered by insurance under the Act (althomgh
according to the Aet it is necessary for this to
be done), and have met with aceidents, learn-
ing to their sorrow ufter the aecident that tne
insuranee policy has not been taken out by
the emplover.

The farmcr is not in o position to pay any-
thing-—lience the emplovee is thrown on his
own resources, and has been obliged to eunter
hospital ag a necessitous ecase, where, had the
Act been complied with, the treatment would
be different, and compensation forthconing.
I learn that the negleet to insure employees is
often eovered by the excuse that the farmer
has not the money to pay the preminm: that
the amount is not made available by the trus:
tees, ete.

It is my great wish te be able to have the
Act enforeed for the protection not only of the
farmers, but more particularly the farm em-
ployees. Recently, a man in my eleecierate had
his arm torn off by a harvester. The farmer
wis not insured, and his pesition is sueh that
he can pay no compensation. The injured man
will receive nothing beyond the result of a
henefit that has been raised for him. This
case is not an isolated one.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Could the Commissioners arrange some
method whereby every farmer who is being
carried on {and will employ labour) must have
arrangements made to take out a policy and
the emplovees protected?

L should be grateful for your view on this
subjeet, und of the method that can he ad-
opted.

The following reply rveached me from the
Acting General Manager of the Agricultural
Bank, dated the 26th April:—

1 desire to acknowledge receipt of your let-
ter dated 12th inst,, and agrec as to the desir-
ability of all farm workers being insured under
the Act, botls in the interests of themselves
and the farmer-employer. The Aet, ~3 vou
are aware, makes it compulsory for the em.
ployer to imsure.

There is, however, no provision in the Agri-
cultural Bank Act for advances to pay insur-
ance preminms, even if the Commissioners
were aware of what labour the farmer intended
to cmploy and the period involved.

T plead with the Government to amend the
Agricultural Bank Ae¢t so as to compel
clients of the hank to insure their employvees.
Then the excuse will not be there that money
is nol available for the necessary premiums.
I regard myself as representing all the elec-
tors in my constitueney, irrespective of
whether they he sustenance workers or
farmers. At the present time many farmers
ave only managers of their properties for
trustees, and the present Government shounld
promptly  infroduce legislation  bringing
such farmers within the seope of the obli-
gation to insure employees. T am greatly
concerned ahout the matter, because the case
T have quoted is not an isolated one. I fear
that the excuse as to no money heing avail-
able for payvment of premiums may he ad-
vanced in future cases. T am glad that the
AMinister for Agriculture has given serious
consideration to the destruction of emus,
which pest has heen most severe. The move
is highly desirable. The only fault T find
with the Minister's decision is that the honus
is not quite large enough, though possibly
it would he difficult to finance a higher
amount. When the emus in a starved con-
dition came into the wheat areas they were
easily slain: but now that they have had =«
few weeks or months on the erops, they are
getting fat and good goers. It will he hard
to seeure cnough emus now to make huniing
them profitable. Perhaps the Minister wight
arrange for cx-gerviee men who cannot go
on generzl sustenance work by reazon of
their physien] condition, but who are sull
able to use firearms, to he supplied with
rifles and ammunition from Commonwealth
stores, so that in exterminating the pest
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these men may secare a living in a better
way than by reliance on sustenance or the
dole. I am convineed wheat alone is not
going to pay the farmer in the future. 1
believe it will he essential to go in for mixed
farming, which at present is a costly pro-
cess,  The only way of attaining the end
ix by way of further advances, of either
Commonwealth or State money, through Lhe
Agriculturnl Bank, which has already been
heavily slugged in some cases. Mixed
forming, I repeat, is essential. One of
the greatest helps toward the development of
mixed farming in the northern wheat belt is
an adequate water supply. 1 have heen
suceessful in obtaining some supplies in that
country, the result heing largely to save the
siluation during the past year ov two. lur-
ther water catehments should, however, he
put down =0 as to enable the settlers nut only
to ¢hange over to mixed farming but also to
take them off their present system of power
farming, the cxpenditure for which wooes
largely to a foreign eonntry. Horse farming
should he suhstituted for power tarming.
Shortage of waler on farms means that
wany a scttler who possibly could have car-
riedd through and shown a profit with a few
sheep, has been obliged, owing to the short-
age ol water, to dispose of his sheep hefore
heing able to get o profitable wool elip, and
to get rid of the lunhs befove thev had
erown to a size which would ensure anything
like un adequate return. The farmer has
hecn robhed of all chance of making a profit
owing to shortage of water. lad water
supplies  heen  available, probably  many
farmers who have applied for help would
have heen relieved of the need for applving,
at all events so early in the season. In my
opinien the expenditure of a large amount
of money on water supplies in thai distriel

would be profitable.  There might not be
inmediate returns a< from reproductive

works, but things would get hetter as more
and more farmers adopted mixed farming.
Then rates and so forth would be paid. At
present the State has to horrow money Lo
put our unemploved on work snch ax will
enable them to earn a living. They might
as well be employed in the North ereating an
asset which will remain as long as any asset
that can he ereated hy work here in the
South. Even if a large scheme of water sup-
ply were undertaken, the only other expendi-
ture besides labour would he the ecost of the
pipes. 1f loecally manufactured ecement
pipes could be nsed—as T helieve they can—
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the whole of the money expended wonld he
spent on iabour and on local products. Un-
employment has, 1 think, been mentioned by
every speaker so far during this debate.
After all our study of the subject, and in
spite of having viewed it from so many
angles, we must admit that nothing has been
put forward that will help the Government
to solve the problem. We know it i5 u
Iighly diflicult problem. We know that for
the time being money must be horrowed, but
when that money is spent on works we desire
to be assured that they will be reproductive.
There is little else 1 desire to deal with,
apart from bulk handling. [ have leen a
firmm believer in that system ever since it first
came under notice. [ am gratified that at
last the Roval Commission have reported
favourably. I trust that their recommenda-
tions will be adopted, and that before long
ballke handling will be in operation through-
oul the State. 1 have heard that a number
of men will be thrown ont ol wark as the re-
sult of the introduetion of bulk handling,
patticularly at Fremanile. 1 do not kunw
that the extent of the prospective unemploy-
ment will be as great as fizures 1 have been
shown wonld sugzest. At any rate, the main
suqieal seems to eome from the Fremantle
lumpers.  For many vears, we have been
told from that end of the State that ihe
Carnters have heen spoon-fed and, in fact,
fed with a seoop, Thete are many abandoned
farms on the hands of the Agricaltural
Bank, and the limpers need not he thrown
ont of work: thexy ean take over thnose
abandoned farms,

Mr. Sleeman: What would ihey grow if
thev went there?

Mr. WARNER: Let the lumpers join the
spoun-fed farmer wang, and they will very
soon tearn that the Carner’s life is not such
a rosy one! I am grateful for many things
the Gtovernmnent have heen able to do to
assist farmers, but T still hope that they will
provide water supplies in some parts of my
electorate, so that the farmers may be able
to continue their aperations. We cannot
afford to have any more abandoned Farms
there.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan} [747]: Some
time ago a serious storm swept throngh the
Bickley Valley, with the result that to-day
the scttlers there are suffering grave dis-
abilities. A position already hard was made
mruch worse because of the storm, and many
of the settlers have been reduced to a con-
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dition bordering npon destitution. As a re-
sult, it is understood that the position of
each of ihe settlers will he dealt with en
its merits, and that snstenance will be pro-
vidod in eertain eases. | am strongly of
apinion that their position should he gener-
ousty dealt with, because the men have en-
deavonred to earn a living in the distriet,
and have laced exceedingly grave difficulties.
Their position to-day, because of erosion
of soil and destruction of erops, makes their
future black indeed. The advisability of
waiting upon the Premier to discuss mat-
ters with him was considered for some time,
but the suggestion came from the Premier
himself that it would be advisable if siate-
ments were submitted regarding the posi-
tion of each individual sufferer, There is
a good deal to be said for that, and within
a few days now the statements requested
will be forwarded io the Premier. I hope
he will give this matter the practical and
sympathetic consideration that the needs of
these people call Tor. 1 venture also to
refer to another somewhat similar oceur-
rence, the disaster at Proome. As a rve-
sult of that tragedy, practical assistance
has heen rendered by the Government, and
we claim that the growers of Bickley Val-
ley are equally deserving of that helpful
consideration. There is no objection what-
ever to the Broome pearlers having received
that assistance, although it must be recos-
mised that the pearlers, although they have
heen confronted with difficulties for a long
time, have an advantage over the frnit-
erowers in that, if the necessary money he
avatlable, they ean forthwith, apart frou
the restoration of buman life, provide the
cquipment necessary for pearling. On the
other hand, the growers of Bickley Valley
are not in that position. The fruwit trees,
particularly the cifrus, were seriously dam-
aged, and vegefables were swept away cn-
Hrely. T realise that the renewal of the
vegetable crops can be rectified next season,
but there are many of the growers who de-
pend for their living upon the fruit crops,
and they find the future holds very little
for them. One of the orchardists is at pre-
sent engaged in grubbing up many citrus
frees, I cannot say whether that is because
the trees were so injured, but the fact re-
nains that some very fine Lrees are now
being:  taken out of a holding of about
four arres. When the Premier receives the
connmunications to which [ have referred,
i hope he will not fail to give sympathetic

[ARSEMRBLY

consideration to them. Then again, the
pearlers have an advantage over the fruit-
wgrowers Lrom the standpoint of marketing.
There is un organisation dealing with the
marketing of pearlshell, which is an impor-
tant and valuable part of the industry. The
ueeds of the Bickley growers are =0 great
that some have already had suslenance made
available to them, and I liave to thank the
chairman and members of the Lotteries Com-
mission for help that was rendered when
it was greatly needed. Further help is
being requested. T also express my appre-
ciation of the very generous assistance
afforded by the public in meeting the im-
mediate requirements of the sofferers from
the eyvelone. In addition fo sustenance for
man, woman and child, there is necessity,
of course, for sustenance for orchard re-
guirements. You, Mr. Speaker, as a horti-
culturist, know that vou ean make but little
piorress nnless the soil ix fed with the ele-
ments uecessary to promote growth. Dur-
ing the eourse of the debate, references have
heen made to ihe necessity for marketing
arganisation. 1 am pleased that the Min-
ister for lands is present beeause his Bill,
which sought to provide for the pooling of
all frait, was before Parliament in 1924
It was an excellent measure, and my one
regret is that, in the ensuing vears, the Min-
ister’s enthnsiasm seems to have waned, or
perhaps lie now prefers to leave the work
tr {he Minister who is now in charge of the
department coneerned,  Tf that is so, his
attitude is quite reasonable, and I feel sore
that hoth he and the Minister who sueceeded
him will give the latest Minister For Agri-
culture all the help that experience and a
realisation of the needs of the producers
will prompt them to furnish. “Orderly mar-

koting” is 2 hackneyed phrase, bhut
orgamsation  in marketing 1s  what i3
heing  striven  for in most countries

throughoul the world. U'nfortunately, Wesi-
v Australia has adopted an  attitude—
il standing still and doing nathing can he
deseribed as adopting an  atlitude, as a
result of which very little progress has heen
nmade along those lines. 1 cannot under-
stand why that should be so, particularly in
i State that is controlled wostly hy voung
men who should bring to hear new thoughts
and fresh ideas in their desire to help those
who, hecause of world conditions, cannot
help themselves.  To-day il is hnpossible
for the growers to seenre a fair return for
their products. T shall give the Tlouse some
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figures relating to the prices secured for
oranges, at a later stage. A fPew days ago,
in eompany with others who were interested
in sceuring the establishment of an egg
marketing board, 1 waited upon the Minis-
ter for Agriculture, The deputation wag
introduced by the member for South Fre-
mantle (Mr, Fox), and the Minister showed
himself not only conversant with the subjeet,
but sympathetic as well.  TE we may judge
from what he said doving the discussion, the
Minister will probably intratuce legislation
Lo provide for the necessary hoard of control
during the present gession. I vegard thal
work as essenlial.  New South Wales and
Queenslund have already established boards,
arul other Slates are considering the maitter.
The importance of control cannot be exag-
geraled.  The posiiion with regard to fruit,
eges and vartous other primary products is
that, under the prescut marketing laws, it
is impossible for those engaged in produetion
1o carn a living, Tt is elear thal the Minister
for Agriculture amd his two predecessors iu
office. who are with him this evening have,
by their silence, suggested their assent {o
what 1 have been saying. 1 am ghut of tha:;
they have hag suffieient time within which
to think it over. We have been discussing
it ever sinee 1 returned from Queenstand
1924 with information of the success or
what was known os the “comnitiee-of-diree-
tion method” of marketing. T am a regular
reader of the »Queensland Producer” and il
presents siriking examples of how hest to
market  produets.  ITu  Queensland  not
anly  Labour Ministers but  Ministers
of other political views have eon-
tinued the work, walking, step hy step,
with  the originators of the seheme.
wish to snggest a little job for onr new
Minisler for Agriculture. It is vemarkable
that our primary producers have to pay
more for wheat offal than is paid by the
primary preducers in Adelaide. We have
1o face the xnme market when we export our
goods, and we feel it is time that considera-
tion hy someene in authority should be given
to this subject. We know Lhe Government
are not carrving on a State mill and do not
fix the prices for the offal of wheat, hut
the faet that the priees here are grealer than
thore in Adelaide ean properly bhe eonsid-
ered at this time.

Mr. Sleeman: Do vou agree with the set-
ling up of a State mill?

Me. SAMPSON: Not at all. T hope we
never have it. Wed are already paying in
excess of what is paid in Adelaide, and for

10
the industry  to carry o greater burden
15 distinetly  unfair, I have tlurned
up  the “Adelaide Chronicle” of 18th

July and the “Western Muil” of the same
date, and T learn that in Adelaide the price
of bran on that day was £5 per ton on trucks
in the metropolitan urea, the price of pol-
lard €5 2s. Gd., and on both lines there was
a reduction of 33, per ton for cash with
order for nol less than 1114 tons. In West-
erit Australin on the same doy—-aceont-
ing te the “*Western Mail™- -the wmetro-
polilan price of bran and of pollard was
£ ds. less 3s. per ton for truck lots. That
shows a considerable difference, nearly 24
per cent.  Thinking that might have been
just one particular week when for some
unkhown reasons the prices had varied, [
turned np the same iwo newspapers of the
Ist Augost, T there Pound that in Adelaide
the metrapolitan price of hran was £3 per
ton on trucks and of pollard £3 2s. Gd., both
less 5=, per ton for cash with order for not
less than 11'; tons. T Western Australia
on the same <ate the metropolitan priee of
bran and pollard was £6 5s. per ton each,
less A5, per ton lor truck lots. The differ-
enee is considerable, and T suggest the Min-
ister might eall a meeting of millers to
diseuss this matter, the object being to give

to our poultry men and dairy nen
and others the same prices as  are
enjoved in Adelaide. 1 have 1o

thank the uwewly appointed Minister for
Agerienlture for information in regard to
a question relating to the fruitly. We
had before us last year a Bill for which
we should thank fhe then DMinister for
Agriculture, notwithstanding that the Dill
reached us rather late and, another place

being surfeited with work, {hat Bill suffere:d

an untimely fate. However, T desire lo
thank the present Minister for Agriculture
for an implicd promise; at all events he
said the re-introduction of the Bill is being
considered. T hope the Premier and his
colleagues will make this possible. The
position to-day in regard to fruitily in
this State is an ahsolute scandal. We have
gone on yvear after vear. right from the time
when the member for Guildford-Midland
(Hon. W. D. Jfohnson), almoest in his boy-
hood, took up the elaim that something
should Dbe done to control the fruit-
fly; vet to-day we are practically where
we started. There is no control. There is
some legislation, but for a long time it was
not administered, it remained a dead letter
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on ihe statute-book, and consequently our
growers have suffered very severely indeed.
I hope and helieve the Minister for Agri-
culture is going to set his hand to this and
to mark an important point in his life by
bringing a2bout the extermination or at
least the eontrel, of the frnitAy in this
State. I believe the Minister ean do that
and I sineerely hope he will. T am almost
sick of hearing my own voice on this ques-
tion of the fruitfly. It has heen spoken of
so often and so many efforts have been
maile to secure effective action that one
grows. disconrayed at the inaction of those
who have it in their power to do something.
We have some honoerary inspzctors, it is
true, and the Fruvitfly Advisory Board is
funetioning, but we want the department
to funetion. When it does that, and car-
ries into offect the legislation on our statute-
book, the fruitly will be wiped out. One
of the great difficulties of fruit pro-
duetion in Western Australia is in regard
to eitrus, This country is particularly
suited to the production of eitrus, and if
we had a wider knowledge of exporting
citrus and better laws in regard to market-
ing, maybe we would make some progress
there. But the position is exceedingly dif-
ficult. Let me give the House the returns
of two growers who sent to market some
navel oranges. Onc sent mnine cases and
his gross return, less marketing charges, was
125, 3d.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: It is worse than
growing wheat.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, I think it is. The
cases eost this grower 5s. 5d. and the
transport 3s., or a total of 8s. 5d., and his
net aggregate return for the nine cases was
3s. 8d. The other grower sent four cases
and, less sales charges, he received Gs. Gd.
The cases cost him 1s. 8d., the transport
1s. 4d., thus leaving him a net return of
3s. 6d. for the four cases. The growers
are facing an unusually diffieult time, not
only for this season but for every season.
You will know that within the last few
years there has been a Back-to-Palestine
movement, and Jews from all over the
world have been returning to that country.

Mr. Sleeman: Would not you like to re-
turn?

Mr. SAMPSON: I should like to visit
the country.

Mr. Sleeman: You did enough damage
when you visited Malta.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. SAMPSON: I have been very clos2
to Palestine, and T can tell members some-
thing of the marketing of oranges at Port
Said. Last year the export of oranges
from Palestine was approximately 7,000,000
¢ases. South Africa also is advaneing, and
in view of this increasingly large prodne-
tion of oranges in Palestine. we can quite
understand the handieaps of our growers
who depend on export for their returns.
There are pathological diffieulties in the
way of exporting oranges. In December
last the Minister for Conunerce, Dr. Page,
formed an Australian Agricultural Coun-
¢il. The work proposed to be done by that
council includes export control and certain
advisory functions, and a planting poliey
is suggested. That is an excellent thing
with which the Minister for Agriculture
is conversant and I am sure he agrees that
there should be a planting policy, that
there should@ be adviee as to the varieties
to be grown, and more than all, there
should be study of thé paeking and for-
warding pf ovanges. It is an ex-

ceedingly  difficult firmit  to maintain
in  good order for any length of
time. There is the ‘blue wmould,

for which seme growers in the United States
reeommend the Brogdex method as =a
remedy. Far more oranges and citrus of
every description are grown in this State
thanp tkis State can absorb. With the ab-
sence of any organisation in marketirg, it
means that some fruit is sent away from
the metropolitan area to various centres hut
it is usually either a glut or a famine, and
from time to time certain towns have heen
without anv fruoit whatever. All who have
given consideration to this matter helieve
that if there were organisation, if there were
eonsideration of the releasing of fruit in ae-
cordance with the demand of the market
and the ufilisation of all those centres which
conld be cxpected to take fruit, it would
mean that muel frait which at present ean-
not he sent to market would be sent away.
Whatever is done, however, the time is close
when there will he a surplus in production.
We must note that throughout the eitrus-
growing districts tree planting is going on
all the while. Every year more and more
trees come into bearing. This makes the
position more difficult, and prompts the
hope that the proposition as put up by the
Commonwealtli Government for an Austra.
lian agricultural ecouncil may prove sucecess-
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ful. The Commonwealth Government have
provided £2,000 per annum for five vears
to enable the Council of Scientific and In-
dustrial Research to undertake investiga-
tions into the factors affecting the keeping
quality of oranges during storage. That is
a matter of first importance fo citrus
wrowers. 1 hope some of this nloney will
be spent locally, and that an iovestigation
wil! be made in respect to Western Austra-
lian fruit. Truit produced in one district
varies in texture and requires different
treatment from fruit grown in other dis-
tricts. Another work it 15 hoped to give
effeet to is that of improving exisling ex-
port standards. Tt is not my intention to
eriticise the Apricultural Bank. T appre-
ciate the very grave difficulties confronting
that institution. 1 know that on the sue-
vess or failure of these efforts a geeat deal
depends. Roud beards are performing a

s rvice without which Governments would
find themselves in a very parlous position.
They carry ont an  enormous amount
of honorary work. They are more than
road hoards, fur, as the ex  Depuly
Premier desired once to =ay in a Bill,
they are district  eounecils  for all the

outer areas of the State. Tealizing what
these hoards ro, we asked—I speak as chair-
man of the Road Beards Association—that
the Agricultural Bank should give considera-
tion to the payment of at least a propor-
tion of the rates due by Agricaltural Bank
properties to road hoards. That is not an
unreasonahble  request. Roud  hoards are
very anxions to assist ihe bank in every way
within their power. T{ in their duty to
maintain  their roads in good ovder for
traffic, therebsy allowing growers to send
their produre to the railways. The bank
would be acting not only in the interests of
road hoards, bul in the inferests of
the State it instead of  refrainine
from paying the loenl authorities any por-
tion of the raies duc on its properties, it
paid at least a proportion and enabled the
road boards to continue to maintain the
roads. Thring the past few weeks a depu-
tation waited upon the office of the Minis-
ler Tor Lands, the Minister himself unfor-
(unately being out of town. We were grati-
fied to learn that the subject whiech the de-
putation desired to discuss with the Minis-
ter is alveady favourably regarded by him.
I refer to the need for rural fire brigades.
Those eoncerned in the bringing down of
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i measure to be teemed a rural fire brigzade~
Bill, or something of the kind, are anxieus
that power should he given to cnable certain
approved people to go upon properties
where a fire is in progress, to take water,
to hurn or plough fire breaks, and to do such
things as may seem desirable for the con-
trol and extinetion of the fire. That prin-
eiple is in existence in other States of the
Commonweaith,  An Aet giving statutory

power to go upon  land to do these
things is in existence in  Sonth  Ans-

tralia and Vietoria, and I believe in New
South Wales and Queensland.  True to form
Woeslern Australia lags behind.  Why we
are so slow in doing those things which ave
essential T cannot understand. T hope this
session the Minister for Lands will bring
down legislation to enrry this suggestion
into effect. If rates due on Agricultural
Bauk properties are paid to road boards
and fire brigade legislation is hrought down,
some of the needs of the ecountry will
be sutisfied. The trend at present is for
people to come within the eity areas. That
is bad. 1f we look after the country, the
towns will look after themselves. Perhaps
we are looking after the eity overmuch, The
figures show that people are leaving the
country and voming to the towns. I hope
duving this session some consideration will
be wiven to this subjeet. 1 e¢ould wish this
House had some power with respect to
tarifls, hut nnfortunately it has none. Surely
we cant do something to influence the Com-
monwealth  Government with  respeet  to
these burdens.  The prosperity of this State
is heavily prejudiced owing to the incidence
of the tarilf.  Clienls overseas are being
lost to us through the imposition of duties
an those goods whirh previously were im-
ported in grealer guantities by us. In fhe
final analysis we will suffer considerably he-
ange of this policy of economie nationalisa-
tion. A poliey which says that any coun-
trv ¢an live without dependenee on ancther
is futi'e. FExperience shows that we would
live Peiter and get further if we gave con-
stderation to the production of those things
which we could best produce. and left to
other eountries the production of these
things which we can secure better by pur-
chasing from them. If there is an inier-
change of goods there will not he the same
ery for a change in our monctary svstem,
or for ehanges in other respects, Ministers
may give all possible thought to wiping
oul vnemployment, hut unemployment will
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never disappear while present conditions
exist.  We have to look at the matter from
the standpoint of the world, Australia is
not able to live unto itself, any more than
this State is able. We ean produce com-
modities as well as any other part of
the world can produce them. I understand
that in wool we hold pride of place.

Ar. North: Do you snppork the loeal pto-
ducts eampaign?

AMr, SAMPSON: We must support local
produels  within  limits. It s a mis-
laken idea to think that we ean live by tak-
ing in cach other’s washing. That policy
has already led Australia into a morass of
difticulties. We are losing clients. We are
closing the deor in their faces, and we can-
not expect to maintain a ong-way trade.

Mr, ¥. (', L. Smith: Of course we should
have all our printing done in this Stafe.

Mr. SAMPSON: I was not dealing with
printing, although it iz a subject of vnara-
mount interest. We can produce iemons
equal to the best that are grown in ilaly
and Sieily.

Hon. I’ D. Ferguson: They are rolting
on the trees to-day.

Mr. SAMPSOXN:

The Framier proposes

to discuss with Premicers of some ol the
smalley States certain  disahilities under
which  this  State soffers.  Only  good

can he the outcome of sueh a mecting.
[ was much impressed hy the statement of
the Premier when he heard of the nou-
suceess which befell our secession delegation.
t feel as many thousands of others in this
State feel, that it was a great pity the
Case was nolt permifted to be  diseussed.
That was a tactical error.  H means that the
Seression League ust continue lo fight for
our rights. If Western Australin is fo retain
a semblance of solveney we mnst procecd
along lines different from those we wre fol-
lowing to-day. We are antagonising those
who onee were our {riends and who once
purchased our producis.  We are behaving
in a very shortsighted manner, [ lope that
wisdom will come Lo the Federal Ministers,
and that they will see the foolishness of con-
tinning in the way they are going.

The Minister for Agricullure: That will
be a great disadvantage (o the Country
Party.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: There is a disadvantage
to any party that is associated with any Gov-
ecrnment that cannot see beyond their own

[ASSEMBLY.]

doors.  Our population and the growlh of
the Stafe depend on trade outside our
horders. Without population our vutivok is
impossible.  The Minister for Agriculiure
may not see out his first term before
we reach  grealer  financial  diffienltios
than we are now in. We cannot con-
tinue as we are going unless we are
able to sell our products overseas. Our
Iederal  muasters  must  review  the em-
harvgors thev have imposad and all those
factors which in their opinion were going to
hring prosperity to Australia.  Prosperity
can come only by the production of that
whivh we ean best produce and their ex-
change [or the produets ol other countries,
1 wish 1o sayv a few words fu the Minister
for Railways. 1 have always heen trenied
with (he ubmest couvtesy by him, partien-
larly when introducing depitaiions, hog ]
st voniess to disappoinfinent in respect
of two matters. One is the dangerons rail-
way crossings,  Time after time | have writ-
ten about these, and | have referred 1o the
subject in the House. I have veension to re-
member one dangerous erossing, and an ¢x-
perience T lad there in the eommpany of the
Minister for Liands.  Some yenrs ago we
were returning from a smoke social at Arma-
dale. The vonditions were quite normal, and
we were able to look after ourselves.  The
Abinister was in a most preearvious position
that night in that he Ffaeed great danger.
The train at the crossing only narrowly
eseaped  overtaking us, which  was  very
fortunate. 1 was seated next to the Min-
ister, il the last thing 1 expercted was to
find the train at such close ¢uarters,  The
Mintster might not have realized how elose
he was to a time when the worries of Min-
isterinl work and other duties might have
ended, | ean tell the Touse of another ex-
perience [ had at a dangerous railway eross-
ing. On last Labour Dax with four friends
Fwas driving from Kalawunda, and passing
the abatteirs, the road (urned towsrds Mid-
Jand Junetion. Wlhen we reached the crass-
ing, T renmrked “Look out for the train.”
All Tovked out and evecvthing appeared all
tight. | oerossed and turned to the left
towards Midland Junction, hut before T had
travelled the distance of 2 chain a train
rattled past. Not one of us in the car had
seen that train approach. The headlamps
of many of the trains are of kerosene, and
very difficult to see unless at close range. 1
am not blaming the Minister, but I do want
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him to see that all trains earry eleetrie head-
fnmps,

The Minister for Railways:
halt have electiiv hiead lights.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: But thos=e trains that have
not eleetrie hendlights are really a menace.
One requires to be hit once by such a train
wid all is over. In reply to a question I
asked to-day regarding an accident at the
Maddington erossing, the Minister said that
the accident oecurred at Gosnells on the
date named. It seems therefore that there
were two accidents on that day, because I
have a clipping from the “Swan Leader,”
whieh shows that the accident actually hap-
pened at the Moddington erossing. I am
very mueh concerned about all the aceidents
that have bLappened at railway crossings.
It is renlly seandalous that trains should
he permitted to run without proper lights.
In so many cases it is impossible lo see the
headlight unless one has powerful eyes. 1s
il such a eostly matter to instal proper head-
lights that this danger must continue? The
provigsion of reasonable protection for the
public in this respect is long overdue. [
ask lhe Minister to take a definite stand,
ntherwise he will be classed as a murderer.

Mr. Sleeman: What would you do in the
daytime?  Would you have a man before
the ¢rain with a red flag?

Mr, SAMPSON: This is not a matter
fo bhe treated flippantlv. One ean see a
train approaching in the davtime, but not
so at night.

The Minister for Ratlways: It is diffienlt
at some times to see an approaching train
c¢ven in the daytime.

Mr. SAMPSON:  Yes, but the majority
of the aceidents have happened at night.
A¢eording to the Minister the depart-
mental report set out that the accident on
the date mentioned in my question, oecurred
at Gosnells. Maddington, however, is a parti-
cniarly dangerous crossing.  Reverting to
the narrow escape T had with my friends at
VMidland, we drove along the York road,
and when we reached the railway crossing
on that road we found that a train had ae-
tually hit a motor ear and pushed it against
the barrier at the eattlepit. I sympathised
with the driver of that ear; it was a dark
night and T daresay he exercizsed as much
care as T did a little while hefore at the
other crossing. But he was caught and it
was: only by chance that we were missed.
There are other crossings whieh are dan-
werous, for instance, at Rivervale and at
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Jewell-street.  The York-road erossing has
a long record of accidents against it, and
some of them have proved fatal. Again,
it is nolt so very long since two men were
leilledd at the Jewcll-street crossing. The
other malter concerning which I wish
io speak to the Minisler is in respect lo
the extension of cleefric envrent. T have
spoken on this subject on many occasions,
and T know ihat certain machinery is to be
installed at the Kast Perth Power House.
We have had that promise held out to us
For many years. [ ean remember when Mr.
Seaddan was Minister fipures being taken
out to show the cost of the change-over from
steam to eleetvic drive for the main pump-

ing  station  at  Mundaring Weir and
it  was shown that eleciric power
woutld he the cheaper. Then there was:

a question of the expendifure of £14,000
to supply certain towns, including Mundar-

ing. Again something intervened, although
the Minister was  svmpathetic at  the
time. So long as the Government have

charge of works such as these, there will
always he delays. Some years age a friend
of mine at Mundaring proposed lo instal
an eleetric motor. I told him not to hurry
and held him up fov three vears. Finally
he said, “I am getting Fairly old and [ want
to see this work done in myv lifetime.”
About five yvears ago he put in an engine,
So long as any Government controls the
Flectricity  Department, so long will the
people he deprived of the power Lhey need,
the provision of which would make market
gardening  and  erchard work in  certain
ventres possible and provide the necessary
flow of watler at a critieal time, T do not
hlame the Minister. He is connected with a
wretched system that hinds a man hand and
foot. He is shackied. Tf he were the manag-
ing direclor of an electrie supply company,
he would either get what he wanfed or the
business would go into bankrapleyr. As it
is, we go on vear after year pleading for
this service. The membher for Toodvay and
olher members have spoken on ihe subject,
bul their voices have heen wasted on the
desert air.

Alr. Needham: 14d you act as managing
director when you were Chief Seeretary?

Mr. SAMPSOXN: T have never supported
State trading concerns ar cortain utilities. T
venture the opinion that the Minister would
be glad if the Government got rid of the
Electricity Department so that the people
in the outer suburhan distriets could wel
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the electrie enrvent thex so greatly need.
Tt was stated last  night that the
Perth City Couneil were partly to blame
for the delay beeause they got eurrent from
the Government at less than cost price. T
very much doubt that.

The Minister for Water Supplies: You
remember what the position was hefore the
Government took over?

My, SAMPSON: That is many years ago
and we have moved since then. The posi-
tion, however, is becoming more contused
gvery year. From time to time new power
plants have been set up. There is one at
York, another at Northam and another at
Toodyay. [ do not know much about the
teehniealities of cleetrie supplies, tmt [
nnderstand those plants are not uniform,
and when ultimately the current is supplied
from one source, extensive alterations will
be necessary. The people of the ounter su-
hurban area have been depending on the
Government to provide electric eurrent, and
they have waited vear after year prae-
tically without getting anywhere, in spite

of the fact that additional plant has
been promised. 1 am afraid that he-
fore the new plant is installed nnd
hefore the outer sahurban areas are

civel an opportunity to connect up with
it, the demands of Perth will have grown so
oreatly that onee more the generating of
power will be at its peak and it will be im-
possible to make the additional connections.

The Minister for Railwavs: We have
made {wo or three extensions this year
already.

Mr. SAMPSON: There was one at Biek-
ley, but the Minister knows that thal was
a peddling little thing. "The concern is not
handled as it would be by a company wikh
capital at the hack of it. KEvery year, as
the Minister knows, the Electricity Depart-
ment has shown n profit. I believe it has a
gnod manager and is well controlled, but
why does not the Minister make it possible
for the people to get this essentinl cormn-
modity? Their need is desperate.

The Minister for Railways: You think [
ought tv develop an electrical conscience?

Mr. SAMPSON: I believe the Minister
would be enly too pleased fo make the ex-
tensions but that the money is not provided
for the work. It would certainly be repro-
ductive work, 1f the Government would
withdraw from this aetivity and allow a
company to do what is so urgently required,

[ASSEAMBLY.]

T am salisfied it would be done. If the Gos-
ernment ean show a profit on the eleetri-
city supply, I am sure that an outside
company wonld show a better profit,
In saying that, T am not reflecting
on the Gevernment. T have written hund-
reds of lefters on the subjeet, but T con-
Fess to a feeling of impotence and hope-
lessness when it comes to discussing the
question of the extension of eleetrieal cur-
rent. Always it is to he. Hope springs
eternal in the human breast. Man never
is but always to be blest. Some day, long
after the Minister and I have departed from
this sphere, I suppose the eurrent will be
made available, but in my opinion, that
will not happen so long as the department
contitues under Government control. Re-
gardless of what one says, we seem Lo he
unable to get anywhere.

The Minister for Railways: Do not he
pessimistie.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 am pessimistie. At
Mundaring, two local people established
lighting plants. A lady had some money
and was advised to put it into a plant. Now
the plant is being used merely to light her
own home. A man who put in a plant sup-
plies enrrent for Mundaring, but it is un-
economical and costly for a small plant to
supply the needs of that distriet. Perth
could supply the needs of every centre with-
in a radius of 100 iniles, Why if does not
dv so, I cannot understand. Surely we
conld borrow the money for what would
be a reproductive work.

The Minister for Raillways: There is cur-
rent ail over your distriet—at Armadale,
Ctosnells, Kalamunda and Bickley.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: Bub it should be ex-
tended to all parts of the district. Norway
is & small country and not a very rich
country. T think it has a popnlation of 2}
millions. In 1914, Norway, in the matter
of elestricity supply, was far ahesd of
Western Australin of to-day.

The Minister for Lands: Norway is 2,000
vears old.

Mr. SAMPSON: Age is often a disabil-
ity. The older a person becomes, the
harder it is to make an impression on him.
The Norwegians, however, are progressive
people, while we lag behind in that respect
as well as in markefing, and in other ways.

The Minister for Lands: Norway has
wonderful natural eonditions.

Mr. SAMPSON: And also some disad-
vantages, but it is an up-to-date country
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in electrieal equipment. People in the outer
suburbs deserve this service. TIs it any won-
der that the c¢ity becomes more congesied?
We want to see life in the outer suburban
districts made more attractive. and it could
be made more attractive by the provision
of electric eurrent. To extend the current
to those districts would be a business pro-
position. If the Minister could only con-
vince the Premier of the need for this ex-
tension, I believe e could obtain sufficient
money for the purpose. By the time the
new generating plant is installed, I am
afraid the needs of Perth and its immediate
surronndings will have so grown that there
will be no current to spare for the outer
suburban districts.

The Minister for Railways: There will
be enough for the next seven years.

My. SAMPSON: We have heard that
story for the last nine or ten years. I am
going 1o hepe it will be so, but my faith has
been shaken so often that 1 have become
very doubtful. A last word mow in re-
speet to orderly marketing or orgadisation
of marketing, as it is sometimes called. In
June last a big conference of fruitgrowers
was held in Svdney. If consisted of mem-
hers of the Fruitgrowers’ Federation of New
South Wales, who discussed at great length
the need for organisation of marketing.
They brought forward a proposed Bill, and
having discussed it in committee for many
hours, a vote was taken. The conference
was composed of picked men of all the Fruit-
growing districts of New South Wales, and
the vote resulted in 60 in favour and 18
against. I hope that when we discuss the
matter we shall be successful in securing a
majority equal to that.

On motion by Mr. Fox, dehate adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.58 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
p.m., and read prayers.

+.30

QUESTION—STATE INSURANCE
OFFICE.

Premivms and Payments.

Hon. C. G. ELLIOTT asked the Chief
Seeretarv: 1, What was the amount of pre-
miums ecollected by the State Tusnrance
Office for the year ended the 30th Tune,
1935, from the mining industry for insur-
anee against liability to pay compensation
for ining diseases wunder the Third
Schedule of the Workers’ Compensation
Act? 2, What were the total payments
made under the Workers’ Compensation Act
for the year ended the 30th June, 1935, as
compensation to sufferers from mining dis-
eases?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
1, £75559 18s. 0d. 2, Actual payments,
£24,622 165, 2d. In addition there was an
amount of £25,000 paid to the Treasury in
respect of payments previously made under
the Miners’ Phthisis Act and whieh could
have heen claimed under the Third Schedule
of the Workers’ Compensation Act. These
ficures do not show the amount outstand-
ing in regard to elaims which have already
been admitted. This liability is estimated
at ahont £55,000,

QUESTION—TAXATION, PAYMENT
DRIVE.

" Hon. R. G. MOORE asked the Chict See-
retary: 1, Is it the intention of the Taxa-
tion Department to make a concentrated
drive to insure the payment of income tax
in all towns in Western Australia, similar
to that now taking place on the Goldfields?
2, If not, why not?



